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APPENDIX    I

In the examination of pigments, especially lead pig-
ments, the work of the laboratory of the National Lead
Company, under the direction of Mr. G. W. Thompson,
has long been given freely to the chemical public, and some
of the later methods are here published for the first time.
The red-lead determination is new, rapid, and accurate.
Too little attention has heretofore been given to the real
specific gravity of pigments; it is a matter of great im-
portance technically.
Finally, the collection of references to oil, paint, and
varnish literature requires comment. As editor of that
section of the Abstract Journal of the American Chemical
Society, the writer has from the first known its value. It
might seem at first sight as if any one who has files of the
Chemical Abstracts could easily look up the references
for himself; but notwithstanding its excellent index, such
is very far from being the case. At first the writer thought
of editing these references, giving special prominence, by
typographical means, to the more important, or leaving
out such as were of little account; but a short trial showed
the impracticability of this; no expert ever had knowledge
enough to do it. Several schemes of classification were
thought of, but nothing finally seemed of use except the
obvious alphabetical arrangement of topics. Some in-
dication of the subject of each paper would be desirable,
an abstract of the abstract, but was found to be impossible.
In its present form, covering the four volumes so far issued,
it is believed that it will be found useful Any one in-
terested in an analytical method will be able to find, in
most cases, considerable material, not only as to analysis,
but as to the nature of the work he has undertaken, which
latter is the foundation of analysis.
The Journal also gives a great number of patents. The
consideration of these tends to make one a pessimist; and
after much consideration and some vacillations, it was
decided to leave them out entirely. This does Indeed
leave out some important things, which are to be known
only in this way, such as bakelite, for example; but there
is a loss either way.
These data are of value not only to the analyst, but to